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Sieve

Simple, rock-solid, functional, readable.
Sorts your emails.

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Topics

● Sieve?

● Sieve history
● The benefits
● Possibilities
● Server and clients
● Technology
● Examples
● Sieve in EGroupware

● Questions?
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Sieve is a scripting language. But it also refers to the entire technology.

Sieve is used to manage filter rules and out-of-office messages on mail 
servers. Scripts created using a suitable client (or a text editor :-) ) perform a 
wide variety of actions on the mail server:

● Automatic reply
● Forwarding
● Postpone
● Reject
● Delete
● Set flags
● ...

Sieve?

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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● Simple

● Stone old

● Functional

● Readable

● Sorts your emails.

Sieve?

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Sieve standard since 2001: RFC3028
https://www.rfc-editor.org/rfc/rfc3028

Current: RFC5228 from 2008
https://datatracker.ietf.org/doc/html/rfc5228

History

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
https://www.rfc-editor.org/rfc/rfc3028
https://datatracker.ietf.org/doc/html/rfc5228
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Are described, implemented as RFCs:

https://www.cyrusimap.org/2.5/imap/rfc-support.html

* Automatic response
* Forwarding
* Postpone
* Reject
* Delete
* Set flags
* Copy
* ...

Possibilities

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
https://www.cyrusimap.org/2.5/imap/rfc-support.html
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Special features:

RFC 6131 Sieve Vacation Extension: “Seconds” Parameter
https://datatracker.ietf.org/doc/html/rfc6131.html

Possibilities

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
https://datatracker.ietf.org/doc/html/rfc6131.html
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Mails are processed on the mail server.

Takes place on the mail server during delivery (incoming to the mailbox, 
MDA/IMAP).

Client independent

E-mails are the same everywhere, even on tablets, smartphones, ...

Everything that accesses the IMAP server

Benefit

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Local

Local filters often more extensive

Filters can be applied retrospectively (usually also to non-inboxes)

Sieve

Make filters on mail server client-independent

Out-of-office notification (auto-responder) on/from the mail server

Data (mail accounts, ...) available from the server

Sieve <=> Local filters

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Server

Cyrus, Dovecot, …

Clients

Thunderbird, OpenXChange, Nextcloud, Outlook, Roundcube, Kmail, ... 

Server and clients

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Thunderbird

No more known functioning add-ons (since the add-on architecture change).

In my opinion, they were always just text editors for scripts.

Server and clients

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Thunderbird

https://
addons.thunderbird.net/
de/thunderbird/addon/
sieve/

https://github.com/thsmi/
sieve

Server and clients

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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eM Client: Nothing…

Outlook: Nothing…

KMail: Script Editor 

...

Server and clients

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Web-based clients

● Nextcloud

● OpenXchange

● Roundcube

● Group-Office

● EGroupware

● ...

Server and clients

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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OX

Server and clients

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Roundcube

Server and clients

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Strato, IONOS, small ones, …

Usually do not offer Sieve access.

Filters/absence notes must be set in the provider's web front end.

Providers that offer restricted access...

Which mail provider offers Sieve?

Sieve and provider

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Communication client <=> server

SSL/TLS, port 4190 (default) or 2000

Client requests capabilities from the server

Reaction to mailing lists

Handling of auto-replies/pingpong

Technology

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Scripts are located in the user's home directory

or

in some installations also somewhere else...

Example Collax CBS:

/var/lib/sieve/u/unver

Technology

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Deactivated = commented out

Technology

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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 Reading material

ADMIN 05/2011 Florian Effenberger

Mails filtern mit Sieve

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
davs://unver@egw.drodat.de/egroupware/webdav.php/home/intern/9%20Firmen/EGroupware%20GmbH/Veranstaltungen/2024.03%20CLT/Mails%20filtern%20mit%20Sieve
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Modules in EGroupware

Email
InfoLog
(Tasks/
Notes/...)

Calendar Contacts

https://www.egroupware.org/de/aufgaben
https://www.egroupware.org/de/kalender
https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
https://www.egroupware.org/email
https://www.egroupware.org/aufgaben
https://www.egroupware.org/kalender
https://www.egroupware.org/kontakte
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Further modules in EGroupware

Videoconference
(Jitsi)

Videoconference
(BBB)

Chat
(Rocket.Chat)

File Manager / 
Filesharing

Online Office
(Collabora Online)

https://www.egroupware.org/de/videokonferenzen
https://www.egroupware.org/de/videokonferenzen
https://www.egroupware.org/de/chat
https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
https://www.egroupware.org/videokonferenzen
https://www.egroupware.org/videokonferenzen
https://www.egroupware.org/chat
https://www.egroupware.org/dateiverwaltung
https://www.egroupware.org/online-office
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More than Groupware

Remote Desktop
(Guacamole) Kanban VIDOTEACH

Projekt Manager Helpdesk

CTI
(Computer 
Telephony 
Integration)

Time recording Ressources Your Application?

https://www.egroupware.org/de/stundenzettel
https://www.egroupware.org/de/ressourcen
https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
https://www.egroupware.org/guacamole
https://www.egroupware.org/kanban
https://www.vidoteach.de/
https://www.egroupware.org/projekte
https://www.egroupware.org/helpdesk
https://www.egroupware.org/cti-telefon-integration
https://www.egroupware.org/stundenzettel
https://www.egroupware.org/ressourcen
https://www.egroupware.org/wp-content/uploads/EGroupware-Flyer-Own-applications-EN.pdf
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Sieve in EGroupware
● Filters

● Out of office note

Special features

● Autoresponder

● Admin can set absence notification 
(also time-controlled).

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Sieve in EGw-Out of office notice
Out of office notice

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Sieve in EGw-Out of office notice
Active / Deactivated / By date

Can be set by date from/to

NOT time!

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Sieve in EGw-Out of office notice
From/to date via placeholder 

in reply text

Also for multiple alias addresses

Forwarding

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Sieve in EGw-Out of office notice
Also:

● Absence only

● No absence

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Sieve in EGw-Out of office notice
Also:

● Reply to every e-mail

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Sieve in EGw-Out of office notice
Script active

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Sieve in EGw-Out of office notice
Script
Deactivated

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Sieve in EGw-Out of office notice
Script By date

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Sieve in EGw filter
● Filter list

● Processed from top to bottom

● Sortable via DnD

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Sieve in EGw filter
Condition

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Sieve in EGw filter
Action

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Sieve in EGw filter
● Internal addresses/address books

● Mailbox folders

● Aliases

 are available.

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de


www.egroupware.org 39Chemnitzer Linux-Tage 2024

Sieve in EGw filter
Rules are processed in sequence.

"Also check message against next rule"

"Keep a copy of the message in the inbox"

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Sieve in EGw filter
Example e-mail header

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Sieve in EGw Admin
Admin can:

● Forwarding

● Out of office notice

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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Questions/suggestions?

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
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EGroupware

Thank you very much for your interest!

Contact: su@egroupware.org

Forum: help.egroupware.org

https://www.egroupware.org/
https://chemnitzer.linux-tage.de/2024/de
mailto:su@egroupware.org
https://help.egroupware.org/c/ucs

